Trial Is Or* 



for Shaw 


As Kennedy Death Plotter 


NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP) - 
A three-judge panel has ruled 
in a preliminary hearing that 
wealthy retired business leader 
qiay L. Shaw should become the 
first man to stand trial con- 
cerning the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

In ordering the trial for Shaw 
on a charge of conspiracy to 
murder the President, Judge 
Bernard J. Bagert said yester- 
day at the conclusion of the 
four-day hearing. “This court 
finds sufficient evidence has 
been presented to establish 
probable cause that a crime has 
been committed.” 

The ruling came on Shaw’s 
54th birthday. 

The decision was a first-round 
victory for gun-toting Jim Gar- 
rison, this town’s 6-foot-6 dis- 
trict attorney. Garrison startled 
the world a month ago with a 
statement that he had “solved” 
the Kennedy assassination, 
would make arrests, and would 
obtain convictions. 

Garrison, unorthodox and con- 
'»troversial in his five years as 
district attorney, took an unusu- 
al step in asking for the prelimi- 
nary hearing — 3 tactic usually 
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resorted to by defense lawyers. 
The next step: 

“I will file a bill of informa- 
tion,” Garrison drawled to 
newsmen shortly after the panel 


announced its unanimous deci- 
sion. He would not say when the 
action would be taken. 

Arraignment and trial come 
afterward. No dates were set. 

“The district attorney selects'; 
the date and time a person will 
be tried,” said Judge Bagert, 
who had asked two of his fellow 
Criminal District Court judges 
to sit with him at the prelimi- 
nary hearing because of its im- 
portance. 

“The state has six years to 
prove this case,” said defense 
attorney William Wegmann, in 
his , impassioned plea to the 
court to throw out the charges. 

After the decision, Bill Gur- 
vich, chief investigator for Gar- 
rison’s office, told newsmen: 
“We won. If we had needed 
more goods we would have 
brought them in.” 

Perry Raymond Russo, 25, 
-ap was Garrison’s star witness. 
Russo, a Baton Rouge insurance 
salesman, told the court he was 
present in the New Orleans 
apartment of David W. Ferrie 
in mid-September ' 1963 and 
heard Lee Harvey Oswald, 
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Shaw Takes Ruling Calmly 
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Shaw and Feme plotting to as- 
sassinate Kennedy. 

The plan, Russo testified, in- 
volved “triangulation of cross- 
fire,” diversionary shooting, a 
possible flight to Mexico and 
Cuba, the sacrificing of one man 
as a scapegoat to permit the 
others to escape. 

Only One Alive 

Of the three alleged conspira- 
tors, only Shaw, .who stepped 
down as managing director of 
the International Trade Mart 
here 16 months ago, is alive. 
Oswald was shot fatally by Jack 
Ruby, in the Dallas police sta- 
tion two days after the Nov. 22 
1963 assassination of Kennedy. 

Ferrie, former airlines pilot 
with a homosexual record, was 
found dead in bed Feb. 22. 
The coroner ruled his death re- 
sulted from natural causes — an 
aneurysm of a blood vessel in 
the brain. 

Shaw, a rugged 6-foot-2, gray- 
haired man with erect military 
bearing, was calm and stoic 
iwhen the decision was read. 
Deepening lines in his face and 
bloodshot eyes, however, showed 


the strain he has been under 
since his arrest March 1. 

When arrested, Shaw called 
Garrison’s charge “fantastic.” 
He denied having any part in a 
conspiracy and said, “I am 
completely innocent of any such 
charges. 

“I did not know Harvey Lee 
Oswald (sic) nor to the best of 
my knowledge do I know anyone 
who knew him,” Shaw said. 

The Warren Commisson found 
that Oswald was the assassin of 
Kennedy, but the New Orleans 
judges refused to admit the 
commission’s report as evidence 
in the hearing. 

“This report is fraught with 
hearsay. Hearsay four or five 
times removed,” Judge Bagert 
said Wednesday in announcing 
the 2-1 vote on rejecting the 
commission’s findings. 

Linked by Witnesses 

Garrison produced two wit- 
nesses who linked Shaw and 
Oswald, New Orleans-born ex- 
Marine who defected to the 
Soviet Union, then returned 
after three years. 

Oswald, the Warren report 
documented, was in New, Or- 
leans from early April 1963 until 
Sept. 25, 1963. 

Vernon Bundy, 29, an admit- 
ted narcotics addict, walked 
over to Shaw in court yesterday 
and put his hand over the ac- 
cused’s head, identifying him as 
the man he saw with Oswald 
here on the Lake Pontchartrain 
seawall. 

The Warren Commission said 
it had found no evidence that 
Oswald was involved with any 
person or group in a conspiracy, 
but it noted: “Because of the 
difficulty of proving negatives to 
a certainty the possibility of 
others being involved . . . cannot 
be established categorically.” . 

“I say the only worthy thing of 
Russo’s testimony is that he knw 
David Ferrie and feared his 
intelligence,” said Wegmann in 
his concluding arguments. 


“What they’ve put in, what 
they’ve got at this hearing,” he 
continued, “it might warrant 
future investigation by compe- 
tent authorities, but it doesn’t 
warrant holding this man.” 

The court released Shaw on 
his present $10,000 bond which 
Shaw posted several hours after 
his March 1 arrest by Garrison. 

Shaw’s attorneys filed more 
than 50 formal exceptions dur- 
ing the hearing, laying the 
groundwork for possible ap- 
peals. 

Bundy testified that he saw 
the men he later identified as 
Shaw and Oswald when he took 
a bus to the lakefront “to get a 
fix.” He said Shaw handed Os- 
wald “a roll of money or it ap- 
peared to be.” 


